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From the President 

 
IT feels to me that Xmas is already a dim 
distant memory.  However as this is my first 
report for the year I should comment on the 
excellent job done by Jan May on the Xmas 
party.  Jan has also expressed her gratitude 
(elsewhere in this edition) to the army of 
helpers that made this such an enjoyable event.  
I join Jan in thanking all those who helped in 
so many ways. 

I am sure you are all avid readers of Tony 
Jackman’s Bridge column; however in case 
anyone may have missed it; Tony recently did 
a piece on Judy Valentine. For those of you 
who are not part of the furniture, Judy was the 
founder of the Arana Bridge Club, and 
conducted classes that taught many of the old 
timers here everything they know about the 
game (including my good self, but don’t hold 
that against her). The career of Judy’s husband 
meant that they travelled frequently, and prior 
to arriving in Brisbane Judy had started Bridge 
clubs in several Qld regional centres.  

Judy was a state representative player and 
served as QBA secretary for several years. 
Nowadays the only Bridge Judy plays is with 
Jessica Mortess at the Gold Coast Congress. I 
hope to get the chance to say hello at this 
year’s event. 

Gay Hull has served as Treasurer of this 
club for several years. Gay has done an 
absolutely outstanding job and I am sure you 
all share my immense gratitude for her efforts. 
However all good things come to an end, and 
Gay has decided it is time to relinquish the 
role. This is a vitally important position, and if 
anyone is prepared to step into Gay’s shoes it 
would be really appreciated. If no one puts 
their hand up we will have to outsource the 
position which will be a considerably less 
convenient and less efficient option, as well as 
incurring significant expense to the club .If 
you are interested please contact Tony Agar or 
me as soon as possible. 
Happy Bridging 

Allan McIntyre (President) 
 

Masterpoint movements 
NEW rankings for Arana home club members for 
the period up to 31st December 2013. 

Graduate Master  Andreas Gerber 

Club Master   Dorothy Jones 
     Peter Sanders 
     Annie Franklin 

*Local Master  Jan May 

State Master   Beth O'Reilly 

*National Master  Robert Matthew 

 Robert Matthew (MP Sec) 
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Important Dates 
Beginners Bridge lessons  
Lessons recommence in February. 
Evening lessons at 7pm on Tuesday Feb 4. 
Morning lessons at 9am on Thursday, Feb 6. 
Note: Lessons continue weekly, and are 
subject to sufficient numbers of students. 

Swiss Teams on Sunday Feb 16. 

AGM  on Tuesday Feb 18, 9am.  

Red Points Days Feb 1, Mar 3 and 11 

GNOTs  March 10, 17 and 24 

Using extra options on 
Bridgemate Table Top Units 
AFTER entering ABF numbers into the 
Bridgemate table top unit a list of names will 
appear on the next screen.  If any names are 
missing or incorrect this is an indication that a 
number has been entered incorrectly.  If the 
operator at the table reads the labels at the 
bottom of the screen, the right hand button will 
be labelled “correct”.  Press this button and 
follow further directions via the screen.  As 
most names have been correct in recent weeks, 
I presume that everyone has this “under their 
belts”. 

The same/similar procedure can be used to 
change a score.  If you think a score may have 
been entered incorrectly after being 
“accepted”, look at the button labels in the 
bottom of the screen.  The far right button will 
now be labelled “scores”.  Pressing this will 
produce a list of scores for the current round.  
At this point the same button will now be 
labelled “correct”.  By pressing this button you 
will then be given the option to enter a board 
number to change.  Enter the board number & 
press “OK”.  The screen to enter contract 
details & result will now appear. 

After entering board results: ie: board 
number, contract details, number of tricks 
made, the operator must press “OK” once 
before passing the table-top unit to the 
opposition to check.  If the screen used to 
“accept” doesn’t appear immediately, just 
wait; pressing buttons will not speed things up.  
Please check that the screen is not sitting 

waiting for “OK” to be pressed.  If the button 
normally used to accept a result is pressed 
prematurely, then a list of scores will be given 
and you will need to navigate your way back 
via the button labels in the table-top unit 
screen.  “Cancel” is always a good first try. 

A note of caution to East/West:  After 
“accepting” the result of the final board of 
the round, to disable the ability to change a 
score, “OK” should be pressed one more 
time.   

One further note:  when in doubt read the 
labels in the table-top screen & only call for 
the Bridgemate operator when all seems 
completely hopeless.  Technically, this should 
never be necessary. 

All of the above assumes that the EW 
person checking scores is doing just that;  
ie:  checking the result.  Please don’t just 
look at the score.  Check the board number, 
the contract (including declarer – this is the 
most frequent error), and the number of 
tricks made.  If these are all correct, then 
the score will automatically be correct and 
doesn’t need checking. 

Whenever things appear to be incorrect 
read the screen.  This will nearly always 
give the operator the answer. 

Helen McLauchlan 
 

 

WEDNESDAY MORNING 
BRIDGE  

 
Sessions 9:30am to 1:30pm 

For a friendly and relaxed game 

Morning tea/coffee provided 

NO PARTNER REQUIRED 

Phone Dawn Benes  0411 468 722, or 

Lorraine Steele  3351 6173 
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Tony’s Tip  - Bidding in the responder's 
seat. 

Rebids by responder when opener gives a single 
raise. 
 Opener   Responder 
 1♥   1♠ 
 2♠   ? 

If responder has a weak hand he will naturally 
pass. If he has some reasonable strength he 
may think in terms of game. Responder can 
rely on opener to have between 14 and 16 
points. How do we know this? Opener has 
shown a minimum hand; say 12 to 14 points, 
with his single raise in Spades. His shape is 
revealed as 5♥ and 4♠, so there are 4 
remaining cards. These may be distributed: 
2,2; 3,1 or 4,0. He can count at least 2 points 
for shortages. Adding these to 12 or 14 points 
initially will revalue the range to 14 to16.   
When opener raises your minor suit to the third 
level you should consider game if you hold 13 
points except that responder must first 
consider a NT game rather than an eleven-trick 
minor game. Especially if the hand is at all 
suitable for NT play. Example: 

  Opener   Responder 
  1♥   2♣ 
  3♣   ? 

Responder may chance 3NT on say:   

♠A52   ♥105     ♦Q84        ♣AQ1063 

With partner supporting your Club suit you 
well may expect it to produce 5 tricks.  
Responder’s new-suit rebids are forcing. 
When the responder names a new suit the 
opener must bid again. And opener must 
continue to bid on any further suit changes that 
responder makes. E.g. as responder you hold: 

 ♠AKJ52   ♥AQJ2     ♦4        ♣874 

Partner opens 1♦. You respond 1♠ and partner 
bids 2♦. You are intent on game, but it is not 
essential to jump bid Hearts at this point. You 
may force partner to bid again merely by 
naming a new suit. Bid 2♥. Remember it is 
forcing on opener to bid each time he hears a 
new suit. On the next round you will be better 
positioned to decide where the hand should 
play. 

This device may be employed by responder 
when undecided where the hand will play best. 
Say you hold:  

 ♠85   ♥105    ♦AKJ864        ♣AJ3  

Partner opens 1♠. You respond 2♦. Partner 
rebids 2♠. You know that the hand belongs in 
game but you do not wish to commit to an 11 
trick Diamond contract just yet. If partner has a 
stopper in Hearts you would rather try for 
3NT. 

You are quite safe, therefore, in bidding 3♣, 
a one round force on opener. If he does not bid 
3NT you then decide whether to play in 4♠ or 
5♦.  

Tony Agar 

Christmas Party by Jan May  
FROM all the comments made to me after the 
Club’s 2013 Christmas party, it was apparent 
that most people had a very happy time.  

We had such a delicious variety of food 
supplied by you all, and despite the fact that 
there seemed a vast amount, very little was left 
over.  

 
Tables groaning with delicious food 

The choir was outstanding under the baton 
of Mary Ewing, and full credit must go to the   
individual singers who had to adjust their 
voices to blend so harmoniously and produce 
such a delightful rendition of the carols.  

Lorraine Steele was there in the background 
making sure that the “nuts and bolts” were all 
in place .She was also responsible for keeping 
up the supply of that refreshing punch as well 
as carrying out her Bridgemate duties.  

The day before the party, Bev O’Hara’s 
family produced another baby and she instantly 
became responsible for her other grandchild, 
yet she managed to lug in her big portable 
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fridge which made it so much easier to keep 
the white wine cold and accessible.  

 
Some Christmas Elves 

Michael and Jenny Walker embraced the 
idea of having a Santa Claus to hand out 
presents - and didn’t Michael make a great 
Santa! They also helped in my conspiracy to 
smuggle in the surprise presents.  

 

 
Richard and Robyn Grills in party mode 

Last, but not least, I had a great team in the 
kitchen to sort out the distribution of food and 
then others appeared to help with the mounds 
of washing up and pitch in for the final clean 
up. 

A very big thanks to you all. 
Jan 

Canberra and me 
by Jill Warnecke 
AFTER leaving school I sat for the 
Commonwealth Public Service exam and 
joined as a stenographer.  I was appointed to 
the RAAF Recruiting Centre in Eagle Street 
where I took dictation from the captain in 
charge.  My main duty however was to type up 
enlistment papers for new recruits – officers 
and enlisted men – as they sat next to me.  

At the time Canberra had a serious shortage 
of public servants and was asking for 
volunteers.  I thought it might be a good idea 
and put my name forward.  There was a 
screening process which included clearance to 
Top Secret level.  This apparently went 
without a hitch. 

While waiting, I had been out with a young 
guy a couple of times.  He invited me home to 
meet his parents.  While not wishing to get 
seriously involved, I agreed, as that was what 
you did.  SHOCK HORROR!  It was a 
Communist meeting!  I had no way of leaving 
as it was on the other side of Brisbane and he 
had driven me there.  I sat through the 
meeting, tea and biscuits and then asked to be 
driven home.  End of a not so beautiful 
relationship, but there were some nervous 
moments later when I wondered if my security 
clearance had been compromised. 

Fortunately there were no repercussions and 
I flew to Canberra – had a glass of red wine 
with lunch which I spilt on my lap.  Met by a 
Commonwealth car and whisked to my hostel.  
Showed into a quite luxurious room and then 
to dinner.  Most of the other occupants were at 
least 15 years older than me, which at 18 is 
quite an age difference.  Went through the 
signing in process and off to my room.  Can 
you believe we had musical evenings in the 
parlour? 

Started work the next day and went through 
a security clearance which was ludicrous by 
today’s standards - it was the early 1960’s!  I 
was assigned to a typing pool which wasn’t to 
my taste, as have never wished to be one of the 
herd.   

The first day the lunch person came around 
to take orders and I asked for 4 corned beef 
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and tomato sandwiches.  He delivered to me 8 
slices of bread.  Hadn’t they had Bananas 
Benders there before? 

Luckily I caught the attention of a Wing 
Commander who requested me to take all his 
dictation regarding specification of new planes 
etc.  Overtime was always available to most 
staff.  I went home at the usual time, had 
dinner, and a Commonwealth car would pick 
me up and then deliver me back when I was 
finished.  Meanwhile my social life was 
expanding.  I met a few kindred spirits who 
talked me out of my stuffy lodgings into a new 
hostel, Mulwara, where the age group was 
much younger.  Admittedly the lodgings were 
fairly basic but we managed to cook raisin 
toast on our small heaters and make coffee 
with a mix of coffee and condensed milk. 

Our social life at the time mainly consisted 
of a basement coffee shop in the city.  We had 
red candles in Chianti bottles and thought we 
were the epitome of coolness.  Many happy 
hours were spent discussing nothing.  No 
political or world shaking events for us!  We 
were living!  

One evening a girlfriend and I went to see 
the film “Psycho”, the most terrifying thing I 
had ever experienced.  The screams of the 
other patrons didn’t help either.  When we 
came out of the theatre it was 11 pm and all 
the street lights had been turned off.  It was a 
rather nervous wait for the bus. 

Every Friday night several of us telephoned 
our mothers.  Clutching a fist full of 2 shilling 
pieces, we reassured them that we were not 
sinking into a den of iniquity. 

When my six months was up I was a little 
regretful, but looking forward to being with 
my family again.     

Jill  
Did You Know? 
THE latest Trump.It is now available on the 
Club Website.  Go to “Documents” then under 
“Newsletters” you can select “Latest 
Newsletter” to view (or print off) the most 
recent newsletter.  An advantage of this 
version is that original colour photos are 
shown in colour.  Colour is too expensive for 
the print version. 

If you click on “Newsletter page”, a list of all 
available issues since Volume 1 - Number 1 
can be seen and opened.  All are PDF files, and 
if you can’t open them, there is a link on the 
page you can use to download “Acrobat 
Reader” which will open the files, allowing 
viewing and printing. 
A big thank you is due to Richard McLauchlan 
for his work in making this possible.  In some 
cases the original copy was so degraded by 
time and handling, he completely retyped the 
text and digitally cleaned up the artwork. 
It is a real hoot to view the very first edition, 
with the hand drawn logo created by Judy 
Valentine.  Go on, have a look! 

 

Director’s Corner 
MAJOR PENALTY CARDS 

(Following the last edition’s coverage of 
MINOR PENALTY CARDS.) 

Illegally exposed cards are MAJOR Penalty 
Cards. 
If more than one card is illegally exposed than 
all cards exposed are MAJOR Penalty Cards – 
irrespective of the rank of each card.  This 
most commonly happens when a player 
believes he or she is dummy and begins to lay 
down their hand.  All exposed cards in this 
situation are MAJOR Penalty cards. 
• A MAJOR penalty card must be led if the 

offender is on lead (declarer has no other 
option). 

• Must be played when the suit of the 
penalty card is played. 

• Must be played if the offender has no card 
in the suit played. 

When the offender’s partner has the lead and 
there is a MAJOR penalty card on the table – 
• Declarer may prohibit the lead of the suit 

of the penalty card 

• Declarer may require the lead of the suit of 
the penalty card. 

In either of these situations the penalty card is 
returned to hand and now there is no 
restriction on its play. 
OR 
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• Declarer could simply say “lead anything” 
and the card would remain a penalty card. 

WHAT IF THERE  IS MORE THAN ONE 
PENALTY CARD? 
Not good if you are a defender! 
ALL of these cards are MAJOR penalty cards 
irrespective of their rank. 
If the offender is to play 
• Declarer chooses which penalty card will 

be led 

• When playing to a trick declarer chooses 
which legal penalty card the offender will 
play 

What if the offender’s partner has the lead? 
• Declarer may require that the defender lead 

the suit of one of partner’s penalty card 

• Declarer may prohibit the lead of the suit 
or suits of partner’s penalty card. 

In both cases all card in the suits specified are 
picked up and there is no restriction on their 
play, OR 
Declarer could say “lead anything” in which 
case the penalty cards remain on the table and 
declarer chooses which legal penalty card the 
defender plays to a trick. 
 

Another Tony’s Tip 
HERE are some defensive tips from American 
expert Eddie Kantar. He refers to them as 
Warm-Up tips, I guess as they are general in 
nature and not specific to a particular hand. 
Good information we should all try to adhere 
to. 

Tony Agar 

WARM-UP TIPS from Eddie Kantar 
Never, but never forget you are playing 

with a partner.  It pays to consider what things 
may look like from partner’s point of view, 
particularly when you are privy to information 
that partner isn’t.  

You cannot expect your partner to defend 
properly if you make faces or show other signs 
of disapproval. 

The figure to focus on during the defence is 
the number of tricks you need at any given 

moment to defeat the contract.  Defence is 
based on this figure. 

Don’t compound a crime.  If you, or more 
likely your partner, has made an error, do not 
lose your cool. Many contracts can still be 
beaten after one defensive error, seldom after 
TWO.  

You cannot defend properly unless you 
count cards. 

Defend passively if side suit tricks cannot 
get away; defend aggressively if they can. 
Reread this tip! 

The bidding is the key to defensive strategy 
and to a great extent influences the play of the 
hand. Treat the bidding as you would a best 
friend. 

Take your time before playing third hand to 
the first trick. It is often times the most 
important play you will make in the entire 
hand. 

If partner makes a nice play, a kind word or 
two at the end of the hand goes a long way. 

 

Historical Trivia 
(Courtesy of Beth O’Reilly) 

THE next time you're washing your hands and 
complain because the water temperature isn't 
just how you like it, think about how things 
used to be. Here are some facts about the 
1500s:-  

The floor was dirt. Only the wealthy had 
something other than dirt. Hence the saying, 
"Dirt poor."  

The wealthy had slate floors that would get 
slippery in the winter when wet, so they spread 
thresh (straw) on floor to help keep their 
footing. As the winter wore on, they added 
more thresh until, when you opened the door, 
it would all start slipping outside. A piece of 
wood was placed in the entrance-way. Hence: 
a “thresh hold”. 

Editor:      Michael Walker  ph. 3359 8907 
Email:      mandjwalker@tpg.com.au 
Contributions may be by email (preferred) or 
by placing a note in the ideas box at the 
clubhouse 
 


